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NomiNAtioNs for vAcANcies ArisiNg oN the 
executive committee duriNg the geNerAl  
Assembly At the efi coNfereNce, Kos, 2016 _ ______
Within the previous EFI newsletter nomi nations were invited 
for vacancies arising on the EFI Executive Committee

We received the following valid nominations for the officer 
vacancies on our committee:
One nomination for Deputy Secretary: Dave Roelen, Leiden, 
the Netherlands (currently serving on the Executive Commit-
tee as a councillor)
One nomination for Deputy Treasurer: Katia Gagne, Nantes, 
France
The biographies for Dave and Katia are within this edition of 
the newsletter.

Prior to receiving the nominations for the Deputy Secretary 
and Deputy Treasurer positions, we had two councillor vacan-
cies arising on the Executive Committee. With Dave Roelen 
being nominated for Deputy Secretary, this increases the 

number of councillor vacancies to three. Three valid appli-
cations for councillor positions have been received and 
approved by the Executive Committee.

The three nominees are:
Teresa Kauke, Munich, Germany
Valeria Miotti, Udine, Italy
Fatma Oğuz, Istanbul, Turkey

Therefore there is no need for an election this year.
Please note that the current nomination and election pro-
cess is under review by a sub-group of the Executive Com-
mittee. The outcome of this review will be presented at the 
next General Assembly.

Ann-Margaret Little
EFI Secretary

Nomination for Deputy Secretary: 
Dave Roelen

Dave Roelen studied Biomedical Sci-
ences in Leiden, the Netherlands, and 
did his PhD studies on alloreactive T 
cells under the supervision of Frans 
Claas and Jon van Rood. After his grad-
uation in 1994, he spent almost 2½ 
years in Oxford to work on transplant 
tolerance induction with Kathryn Wood 
and Sir Peter Morris. From 1997 he con-
tinued his research on transplant toler-
ance and alloreactivity at the Leiden 
University Medical Center. In 2008 he 
became a Medical Immunologist and 
co-director of the HLA laboratory in 
Leiden. As an on-call immunologist he 
is dealing with transplant related mat-
ters and the Acceptable Mismatch pro-
gram for more than 15 years. He is a 
treasurer of the Dutch Transplantation 

Society and member of the Interna-
tional Committee of ASHI. Since 2012 
he is an inspector for the Dutch Accred-
itation Council (medical laboratories, 
ISO 15189) and EFI inspector. 

Besides his interest in HLA and Immu-
nogenetics with a main focus on anti-
body mediated clinical implications, he 
likes to spend time with his wife and 2 
children (of 14 and 16 years old) and is 
a (long distance) runner. He is a Coun-
cillor since 2013 and looks forward to 
become the deputy secretary in order 
to be able to use his experience in the 
field for the EFI community.

Nomination for Deputy Treasurer: 
Katia Gagne

After my PhD studies: the analysis of 
the TcR repertoire after kidney trans-
plantation (Pr JP Soulillou, Nantes), 
I joined the HLA laboratory (Dr JD 
Bignon, Dr A Cesbron) located in the 

French Blood Bank (EFS) in Nantes, in 
2000 as a scientific engineer. In 2005, 
I was recruited as a Researcher in the 
EFS Research laboratory (Dr JD Bignon, 
Dr C Retière) in Nantes. Since then, my 
research interests are centred on the 
immunology of Natural Killer (NK) cells 
in the context of Hematopoietic Stem 
Cell Transplantation (HSCT) with a spe-
cial interest for the polymorphism asso-
ciated with HLA molecules and KIR. My 
expertise in HLA/KIR immunogenetics 
is recognized by the scientific commu-
nity through regional, national or inter-
national collaborations. In particular, 
as a member of the French Histocom-
patibility and Immunogenetics commu-
nity, I conducted a multicentric study to 
evaluate the impact of KIR/HLA genetic 
combinations on cord blood dominance 
after double umbilical cord blood trans-
plantation. Since 2002, I have also par-
ticipated in the HSCT component of the 
International Histocompatibility Work-
ing Group. My current research activity 
is focused on the impact of KIR allele 
polymorphism on the phenotype and 
function of NK cells with the help of 
NGS. In the EFI context, I have partici-
pated in annual meetings since 2000. 
In 2002, I was very proud to receive an 
EFI award for my work on the impact of 
KIR gene disparities on HSCT outcome. 
Overall, it has been a great privilege to 
work within the EFI community and I 
hope to expand my experience as EFI 
Deputy Treasurer.

ugur.kus
Vurgu
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Fatma Oğuz

I trained in medicine and following grad-
uation in 1986, I completed residency 
in Microbiology and Clinical Microbiol-
ogy. I obtained my PhD in 1998 with 
a dissertation on the Determination of 
HLA-DR v DP alleles at the DNA level. 
This was followed by a post doctoral 
position at the University of California, 
San Francisco working with Prof Lee 
Ann Baxter in the “Sequencing for cord 
banking project“.
I have been involved with the fi eld of 
Histocompatibility and Immunogenet-
ics since 1992 as a member of the 
transplantation team at Istanbul Uni-
versity Medical School. Since 2010, I 
have been director of the EFI accred-
ited Tissue-Typing Laboratory and since 
2008 co-ordinator of Bone Marrow Reg-
istry. In 2009 I was promoted to Profes-
sorship in Medical Biology at Istanbul 
University. 
At the national level, I am a member 
of the Transplantation Immunology 
and Cord Blood Banking Boards at the 
Turkish Ministry of Health. I have been 
an EFI inspector since 2008. I am a 
member of the steering committee of 
EPT, which was founded in 2004 and 
registered by the EFI Committee for 
EPT in 2014. I have been the director 
of Balkan EPT program for HLA typing 
and my main role is the organization 
of EPT schemes in Turkey and Balkan 
countries. 
I have actively participated in the 
organisation of Immunogenetics and 
Transplantation meetings in Turkey and 
Balkan countries including helping Dr. 
Carin, to organize the 19th EFI meet-
ing in Istanbul. My research interests 
include determinants of transplant out-
come and HLA and disease associa-
tions.

Valeria Miott

I was born in 1959 and educated in 
Italy, graduating in Biological Sciences. 
My interest in Histocompatibility and 
Immunogenetics dates back to 1984 
when I began my training in the labo-
ratory of “North Italia Transplant” in 
Milan and that fi eld developed into a 
passion. Today I am Director of Immu-
nogenetics Laboratoty in Udine, part of 
Transfusion Medicine Department, that 
provides Haematopoietic Stem Cell 
and Solid Organ Transplantation and 
disease susceptibility testing too. 

I am responsable for the Donor Centre 
and Regional Bone Marrow Donor 
Registry and I’m involved in National 
Committee to set-up the Stem Cell 
transplant-net with competent authori-
ties and National Italian Bone Marrow 
Donor Registry (IBMDR). From 2002 to 
2014 I served, as secretary and Coun-
cillor on the board of Italian Society of 
Transplant Biology (AIBT) and in 2014 
I was elected as President. I’m sure 
this experience could help me to be of 
service to the EFI community. I believe 
in collaboration and in continuing edu-
cation to improve scientifi c knowledge 
for patient’s health and because of this 
I am an EFI member from the begin-
ning and act as an inspector within EFI 
accreditation system.

Teresa Kauke

My name is Teresa Kauke and I studied 
medicine at the Ludwig-Maximilians-
University in Munich. Since 2007, I 
am EFI-Director of the HLA laboratory 
at the University Hospital Munich. Fur-
thermore I am head of the immunologic 
committee of the German transplan-
tation society and member of the 
tissue typing advisory committee of 
Eurotransplant. After fi nishing my resi-
dency in transfusion medicine I joined 
the Department of General, Visceral, 
Transplantation, Vascular and Tho-
racic Surgery at the University Hospital 
Munich where I am currently complet-
ing my surgical transplant fellowship. 
My research is focused on transplant 
immunology in solid organ transplanta-
tion with a specifi c interest in the devel-
opment of diagnostic and therapeutic 
algorithms to improve long-term graft 
outcome. 

When elected as a Councillor I aim to 
encourage clinical research in fi eld of 
transplant immunology and I would like 
to support national and international 
cooperations. My goal is to develop rec-
ommendations for the standardization 
of histocompatibility testing to improve 
patient safety and better graft survival 
and to train young scientists and physi-
cians in the fi eld of immunogenetics.




