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This review aims to summarize the current status of accreditation procedures of medical specialty 

education programs in Turkey and its counterpart in Istanbul University, Istanbul Medical School in 

particular.  

2009 Code for Medical Specialty Education 

The current code for regulation of specialty education in medicine and dentistry was published in 

2009. According to this code, the Ministry of Health established the “Council for Specialty Education 

in Medicine” and a workgroup for each of 99 specialties and sub-specialties, consisting of specialists 

of these branches. These groups are responsible for preparation of a “specialty specific core 

curriculum”,  and also determination of minimum requirements of specialty education in their topics. 

Using the information provided by these groups, the Ministry of Health is planning to standardize the 

specialty education programs nationwide. This process is planned as an obligatory “accreditation”. 

 

Non-governmental Organizations and Medical Specialty Education 

A non-governmental organization, the European Union of Medical Specialties(UEMS) is responsible 

for specialty education in medicine in Europe. UEMS is not established by or responsible to the 

European Medical Association (EMA). All UEMS Specialist Sections and European Boards are in 

contact directly with directly the UEMS. In Turkey, Turkish Medical Association (TTB) has established 

the Council for Coordination of Medical Specialties (TTB-UDEK). Inviting delegates from all available 

specialty boards, TTB-UDEK established the Council of National Boards (TTB-UDEK-UYEK), which is 

currently the main non-governmental organization for standardization of medical specialty education 

in Turkey. 

Organization of boards differs among specialties. Some specialty societies have a single board for all 

certification activities, such as board exams and accreditation of programs, while others have 

different boards for all certification types. On the other hand, all types of certifications, boards and 

program accreditations are voluntary in non-governmental organizations. 

Based on the recommendations of UEMS and “Charter on Visitation of Training Centers”published by 

UEMS, the Turkish Council of National Boards (TTB-UDEK-UYEK) prepared a guideline for “Training 

Center Visitations” including a questionnaire in Turkish. This form is mainly a checklist for both the 

training centers and the visitors. The checklists mainly include questions about manpower, 

educational resources, clinical and theoretical education, and evaluation of students.  

In order to facilitate the preparation of specialty societies and training centers for visitations, many 

books about specialty education are also published by the TTB, TTB-UDEK and TTB-UDEK-UYEK. Some 

of the basic requirements of accreditation have been addressed in some specialties nationwide. For 

example, all centers in Turkey have free access to Springer, Elsevier, Sage, EBSCOhost and many 

other databases. Websites of most main specialties provide e-learning resources in Turkish such as 



video lectures, online workshops or surgical techniques. Most of the societies organize free courses 

and workshops for all residents. These courses are repeated annually or biannually, depending on 

the number of the residents and participation is usually obligatory. 

Regular evaluation of the students (in-training exams) is another important parameter for 

accreditation. Nationwide solutions are also provided in this topic. The Turkish Board for Orthopedics 

and Traumatology Education has been organizing in-training exams for the last 3 years and 696 

residents (93% of all residents) have completed this exam in 2011. Starting this year, other societies 

are planning to prepare similar in-training exams. 

Of the 44 specialties in the Turkish healthcare system, 31 already have an “accreditation” system for 

specialty education. Nevertheless, this rate is much lower for sub-specialties. Of the 61 sub-

specialties, only 6 have  begun work on the accreditation program. 

Current Status of Istanbul Medical School 

Istanbul Medical School started a new project for accreditation of all possible specialties and sub-

specialties in 2011. A self-evaluation form was prepared according to the UEMS and TTB guidelines 

and 54 specialties and subspecialties completed this initial survey. Most of these departments also 

made short presentations about their “readiness” for accreditation. With the help of this evaluation, 

directors of the departments were again informed about the general requisites of specialty 

education.  

Currently, 9 departments: Urology (2005), Neurosurgery (2006), Gynecology (2008), Physical Therapy 

and Rehabilitation (2010), Nuclear Medicine (2010), General Surgery (2011), Thoracic Surgery (2011), 

Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery (2011) and Radiation Oncology (2011) are accredited by non-

governmental societies. Two sub-specialties, Perinatalogy (2010) and Gastroenterohepatology (2010) 

are also accredited. Four departments are currently under evaluation. 

 


