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 The beginning of the University of Istanbul and the Faculty of Medicine go back to the 

Fatih Kulliye which was built around Hagia Sophia and Zeyrek in 1470. Nevertheless, medical 

education stood on a more profound foundation with the opening of Suleymaniye Kulliye in 

1555. 

 In the 19th century the medrese education lagged behind its European counterparts and with 

the increasing demand for doctors and surgeons in the modernised army.Sultan Mahmut II. 

founded “Tıphane-i Amire” in 1827 and “Cerrahhane-i Amire” in 1831. 

 In 1839, Tıphane and Cerrahhane were merged as “Mekteb-i Tıbbiye-i Adliye-i Şahane” 

and moved to its new building in Galatasaray. The school was destroyed in a fire accident in 

1849 and moved to several different buildings until it finally settled in a new building at 

Haydarpaşa in 1903. In order to compensate for the demand for civil doctors, the first civil 

medical school, “Mekteb-i Tıbbiye-i Mülkiye” was founded in 1867.   

 In 1900, “Darülfünun-u Şahane” was founded, but both civil and military medical schools 

were not included initially.  With great efforts of Cemil Paşa (Topuzlu), first military medical 

school in 1903 and afterwards  civil medical school in 1909 moved to the new building in 

Haydarpaşa and merged as Faculty of Medicine, which was included to the Istanbul Darülfünun 

(University).  

 In 1933 with the University Reform, “Istanbul Faculty of Medicine” was given the actual 

name. With the decision of the University Senate in 1967, the Faculty of Medicine was 

separated into two,  Istanbul Faculty of Medicine and Cerrahpaşa Faculty of Medicine. 
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